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Editor’s note: This project was, of course, overturned through a ref-
erendum after residents collected thousands of signatures opposing
it. Council was given the choice between reversing its decision or
putting it to a public vote. Councilmember Gleam Davis, who’d initial-
ly voted for the project, voted, alongside the three council members
who’d initially opposed the project, to overturn the decision. 

CITY HALL, PUBLISHED FEBRUARY 5 City Council
couldn’t wait to approve the Hines project at Tuesday
night’s meeting.

To avoid delaying the proposal for several more
weeks, council opted to approve the Bergamot Transit
Village in a 4 to 3 vote with only a few changes.

The project planned for a 7-acre plot of land at 26th
Street and Olympic Boulevard will include 427 apart-
ments, 374,434 square feet of office, 15,500 square feet
of restaurants, and 13,891 square feet of retail spread
across five buildings. It’s been in the works for about
seven years. The contract gives Hines another 10 years
to provide a certificate of occupancy.

Hines representatives declined to comment for this
article.

Before the meeting, dozens of residents opposing the
project gathered in front of City Hall with signs and a
sound system chanting about traffic. They believe the
development proposed is massive and will add to the
congestion on city streets. Their voices were faintly
audible from the Council Chamber.

Protesters briefly entered the chamber chanting,

BY DAVID MARK SIMPSON
Daily Press Staff Writer

Editor’s note: Since this story was published, teacher Mark Black
was reinstated without missing a day of school. The adult student
is still facing numerous charges. 

SAMOHI, PUBLISHED APRIL 7 A pair of Santa Monica
High School students have been arrested following a
fight with a teacher on Friday.

T
he Daily Press is reprinting selected stories over
the next two days that represent some of the most
popular topics of the past year. In today's paper

you'll see stories that are “Readers' Choice” as based on
online traffic. We gathered several stories, letters and
columns based on readership statistics from our web-
site, www.smdp.com. The stories are presented
throughout this issue. Where needed, we have added

notes to the front of the stories providing context and
updates on the issues. Stories that are self-contained do
not have notes but all stories in today’s paper are taken
from our archives. For our online categories, we exclud-
ed stories that were part of special sections and stories
that had readership spikes due to special circumstances
(such as promotion in a publication outside of Santa
Monica or stories that have become part of Wikipedia

entries).
In tomorrow's paper you'll see stories, columns, let-

ters and photos as chosen by staff. They will appear
with the same formatting - stories requiring context
will have an additional paragraph while those that are
self-contained will not.

Selections have been chosen from the past 12
months.

SEE HINES PAGE 3 SEE FIGHT PAGE 2

File photo 
MURAL: Samohi students rallied around teacher Mark Black after he subdued a violent student earlier this year. 

Best of the Daily Press
Selected stories highlighting the year's most popular topics

Hines gets the go-
ahead on Bergamot

Students arrested in student-teacher fight



An 18-year-old male was arrested for
alleged possession of pot and a box cutter,
according to the Santa Monica Police
Department. Police are seeking charges for
possession of a weapon on campus, posses-
sion of marijuana on school grounds, bat-
tery against a school employee, and threat-
ening a school official.

He is due in court Tuesday.
Though he is an adult, police would not

identify the 18-year-old because he is a stu-
dent. According to SMPD calls for service
reports, police responded to a battery call in
the 600 block of Pico Boulevard, where
Samohi is located, at 9:19 a.m. on Friday.
According to SMPD booking reports, an 18-
year-old named Blair Moore was arrested as
a result of the incident.

According to the Los Angeles County
Sheriff booking information, Moore will be
arraigned on Tuesday.

A 16-year-old male was also arrested in
the case. SMPD is seeking battery charges
against him as well.

In a cellphone video taken by another
student, science teacher Mark Black is seen
wrestling with a student. Black brings the
student to the ground and holds him there.
The video was posted to YouTube and fea-
tured by many television news outlets.

The fight reportedly started after the stu-
dent brought marijuana to class.

Black, who is also a wrestling coach, was
placed on leave shortly after the incident.

A “We Support Coach Black of Samohi”
Facebook page has been liked more than
12,000 times as of press time.

A petition to reinstate Black posted on
Change.org has more than 5,000 signatures.

“The district did not rush to judgment in
this case, but others certainly have based on
only YouTube postings that show a small
portion of what actually happened at the
school,” Santa Monica-Malibu Unified
School District Superintendent Sandra Lyon
said on Monday.

Placing an employee on paid administra-
tive leave after an incident is standard proce-
dure, she said.

“In no way was our action to place the
teacher on paid leave a determination of
wrongful conduct or a decision to suspend
or discipline him,” she said. “The teacher
involved is a respected coach and educator.
We owe him due process protections as we
further investigate this incident.”

The district hopes to conclude its inde-
pendent investigation during spring break,
which ends April 20.

“We urge our community and those out-
side of the district to let the investigative
process work and reserve judgment until all
of the facts are in,” Lyon said. “Until then, we
will continue to work with local law enforce-
ment while we respect the due process and
privacy rights of everyone involved.”

Lyon released an initial statement calling
the fight “utterly alarming” and “deeply dis-
turbing.”

She later apologized for the statement,
noting that some interpreted it as a “pre-
judgement of the teacher’s conduct prior to
an investigation” and that it failed to address
the conduct of students involved.

“I apologize that my comments focused
solely on the message that teachers should not
physically engage when disciplining or inter-
vening without underscoring that we need to
obtain all the details leading up to this situa-
tion before we reach conclusions,”Lyon said in
the statement to the community on Saturday.

Board of Education member Oscar de la
Torre called Black a “fair person” who is
“committed to educating young people.”

De la Torre said when he was in high
school he tried out for wrestling and went
up against Black.

“There isn’t an 18-year-old in this city
who’s going to beat him at wrestling,” he
said. “I tried out for wrestling and he beat
me so bad I decided to play football instead.”

De la Torre is waiting for the dust to clear
before passing judgment on the incident.

“We don’t really know what happened
yet,” he said. “It looks like coach Black was
trying to stop a student from selling drugs.
Generally speaking, we don’t want teachers
putting hands on anyone unless it’s in self-
defense. Does selling weed rise to that level?
I don’t know.”

dave@smdp.com
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“Vote no!” Mayor Pam O’Connor asked the
audience in the chamber to remain silent.

Last week, before hearing 95 public
speakers weigh in on the project for more
than three hours, the council opted to delay
the vote.

Council members Kevin McKeown, Tony
Vazquez, and Ted Winterer opposed the
development as proposed and called for
more dramatic changes. All demanded more
housing.

“This project as passed will be unaccept-
able to our community,” McKeown said. “It’s
too big. It still has too little housing. There’s
still too little affordability and too little open
space.”

Councilmember Gleam Davis initially
made a motion to drop the amount of cre-
ative office space by about 42,000 square feet
to reach an equal amount of residential and
housing square footage. Upon learning that
it would take several weeks for city officials
to revise the development agreement and
fearing that Hines could withdraw, Davis
removed her motion.

The prevailing council members
expressed fear that the project would remain
dormant or that Hines would choose to
reoccupy the space without the residential
units or package of community benefits.

“I’ve heard some people say, ‘well that
would be OK because when the traffic went
away, we could let them build the project,’”
Davis said. “Well the traffic’s never going
away.”

She then asked for several minor amend-
ments that took city officials over an hour to
complete. Council came back and approved
the project.

O’Connor noted that there is no guar-
antee that those who choose to live in
Santa Monica will work here. Traffic is also
created by the residents who leave the city,
she said.

Hines will spend $32 million on commu-
nity benefits over 55 years including $9 mil-
lion on 93 affordable housing units, 24 of
which will be designated extremely-low
income. Another $11 million will go to early
childhood education programs. More than
$3 million will go to bike sharing and traffic
reduction programs.

The workforce housing will be available
to those making less money than what was
originally proposed thanks to the most sig-
nificant amendment made to the project
Tuesday night. Davis pushed for changing
the income targets from 180 percent area
median income to 150, and 150 percent to
130, to make more units affordable.

Santa Monica’s median household
income is $72,271, according to Census data

from 2008-12.
Another amendment, suggested by

Winterer, requires Hines to address com-
muter traffic. The previous version set a goal
for the developer, asking them to reduce the
number of people who drive to the site.
Thanks to the amendment, if Hines fails to
hit the target it would constitute a default on
their agreement with City Hall.

Last month, City Hall announced
Agensys, a cancer research lab, missed its
traffic marks. The developer is required to
submit new traffic management plans. Two
others, the Colorado Center and Saint John’s
Health Center, missed their targets last year,
but because their development agreements
do not contain requirements and penalties,
there is less City Hall can do.

Winterer criticized the aesthetics of the
proposed buildings’ design.

“They hired one firm which has a certain
corporate profile and style,” he said. “It still
looks like we have a bunch of buildings that
if they were cars they’d be designed by GM.
We have the General Motors look. There’s
not a Mini Cooper or a Lamborghini or even
a Yugo in there.”

The project got a recommendation, after

a vote of 4 to 3, from the Planning
Commission. Several commissioners pushed
for a smaller project with more residential
units.

Creative office space is in short supply in
the city by the sea, according to city officials.

City Manager Rod Gould said that Santa
Monica has the lowest vacancy rate of office
space in the region.

Riot Games, creators of one of the most
popular video games in the world, recently
moved just outside of the city limit to West
Los Angeles where, as Davis pointed out,
they will be governed by L.A.’s transit man-
agement controls.

There was no public comment at
Tuesday’s meeting but the chamber was
packed.

TROUBLE BREWING?
City officials acknowledged that the deci-

sion is going to be challenged, likely in mul-
tiple forms.

Vazquez said that there had been “rumors
of a referendum” and City Attorney Marsha
Moutrie said City Hall is “going to get sued.”

Armen Melkonians, who founded
Residocracy.org, a website designed to drive

referendums, said he “absolutely” plans to
push for a referendum to overturn council’s
decision.

Melkonians will hold a referendum
launch party next Wednesday following the
second reading of the ordinance allowing
Hines to proceed. He’ll have four weeks to
get signatures from 10 percent of Santa
Monica’s registered voters. If he’s successful,
the matter will go before the public in an
election.

Melkonians said he had hoped that
Councilmember Bob Holbrook might
oppose the project but that ultimately he
expected the vote to go the way it did.

“The mood (the day after the vote) is very
positive in terms of getting a referendum
done,” he said.

Last week, attorneys representing Santa
Monica Coalition for a Livable City, a com-
munity organization fighting rampant
development, sent a 50 page document to
council challenging numerous aspects of the
environmental impact report.

A post on the coalition’s website calls it “a
precursor to a lawsuit.”

dave@smdp.com

HINES
FROM PAGE 1
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PROTESTS: The approval of the Hines development became a focal point for the community and the approval was eventually repealed.
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Cabbage pleasure and rap beef
CRIME WATCH, PUBLISHED AUGUST 15 — 

ON SUNDAY, AUGUST 10 AT 12:30 A.M.
Santa Monica Police officers responded to 4th Street and Colorado Ave.,
regarding an indecent exposure incident onboard a Big Blue Bus. When
they arrived, they contacted both the victim and the suspect inside the
bus. The victim told the officers she was sitting on a bus seat and eating
her lunch, when the suspect boarded the bus and sat down next to her.
The victim wanted to be polite and believed the suspect might be hungry,
so she offered the suspect some of her salad. The suspect accepted the
salad but did not eat it right away, so the victim also gave him some cash.
A short time later, the victim looked over and noticed the suspect had
exposed his penis was using the cabbage from the salad to pleasure him-
self sexually. The victim became visibly upset and notified the bus driver,
who then contacted the police. The suspect was then taken into custody.
The 36-year-old Los Angeles man was arrested for Indecent Exposure.
Bail $10,000 was set at.

ON SATURDAY, AUGUST 9 AT 6:05 P.M.
Santa Monica Police officers responded to the 1500 block of 5th Street,
regarding several 911 calls of shots being fired from an upper level apart-
ment. When officers arrived, they found three spent shell casings on the
ground in an adjacent alley. A brief moment later officers saw the sus-
pect, who fit the description of a man involved in an earlier disturbance
call at the same building, walk out onto a balcony at the apartment build-
ing and then step back inside quickly.
As officers prepared to knock on the front door of the apartment, an offi-
cer standing in the alley saw the suspect walk out onto the balcony again,
so he began talking to him. The suspect admitted to firing his handgun,
then returned to his apartment and walked out the front door, where
awaiting officers took him into custody. Since the apartment door locked
after the suspect walked out, officers broke down the door to check for
any possible victims inside. No victims were found inside the unit howev-
er, and a check of area hospitals showed there were no victims of any
stray bullets either.
The suspect’s empty gun was found inside the apartment, but based on
the shell casings the officers found in the alley, it was believed the sus-
pect fired his gun in a westerly direction from balcony.
The 42-year-old Santa Monica man was arrested for Negligent Discharge
of a Firearm. Bail was set at $35,000.

ON FRIDAY, AUGUST 8 AT 2:10 A.M.
Santa Monica Police officer was conducting a routine check of Memorial
Park for anyone loitering in the park after hours. The officer found the
suspect (a homeless man) sleeping in the park near the children’s play-
ground area, so the officer woke the suspect up and told him he had to
leave because he was in violation of the city’s municipal code. The sus-
pect became agitated and began arguing with the officer, then refused to
comply when the officer tried to pat him down and search him for any
weapons. The suspect also walked away from the officer, despite the offi-
cer’s commands to stop.
When back up officers arrived, they attempted to detain the suspect and
place him in handcuffs. The suspect immediately pulled away from the
officer’s grasp and swung around as if he was going preparing to fight
them. The officers were able to grab the suspect and hold him down on
the ground before he could take a swing at them, but the suspect tucked
his hands in close to his chest and refused to let the officers handcuff
him. After warning the suspect several times that he would be tased if he
continued to resist, an officer used his taser to stun the suspect. The sus-
pect then complied and was taken into custody. The 27-year-old Santa
Monica man was arrested for Resisting Arrest. Bail was set at $10,000.

ON FRIDAY, AUGUST 8 AT 10:10 A.M.
Officers responded to an apartment at the 1000 block of 6th Street,
regarding a suspicious person who was trying to enter the building’s
secure laundry room and appeared to be trying to open the mailboxes
belonging to tenants who lived in the building. When the officers arrived,
they were unable to locate the suspect but remained in the area to see if
they could spot him. A short time later, at about 10:20 a.m., the witness

who initially called the police saw the suspect trying the laundry door
again and called 911. The officers returned to the location moments later
and saw the suspect duck into a carport at an adjacent property.
After searching the carport, the officers located the suspect and ordered
him to stop. The suspect initially did not obey the commands, but com-
plied shortly afterward and was successfully detained. The witness posi-
tively identified the suspect as the man he saw earlier, so the suspect was
taken into custody and booked for attempted burglary. A check of the
suspect’s criminal history showed he was on probation for burglary.
Officers noted there have been several break-ins recently to coin operat-
ed laundry machines in the same area. The 40-year-old Santa Monica
man was arrested for Attempt Burglary and Prowling. Bail was set at
$20,000.

ON FRIDAY, AUGUST 8 AT 11:10 P.M.
The victim woke up in his home at the 1800 block of Warwick Ave. after
hearing some noises and talking coming from the kitchen. The victim
immediately recognized the voice as his brother’s (the suspect), who he
recently obtained a restraining order against. The restraining order was
issued after the suspect robbed the victim’s mother and was evicted from
the same location. Fearing for his safety, the victim locked himself in his
bedroom and called 911.
Officers arrived shortly afterward and knocked on the front door, but
the suspect refused to open it. Another officer saw the suspect stand-
ing in the living room and tried to speak to him through the window,
but the suspect refused and instead shut the window and blinds.
Officers then spoke with the victim over the phone and asked him if he
wanted them to break down the front door. The victim said he was
scared of what the suspect would do to him, so he authorized the offi-
cers to take whatever action they needed to get inside. The officers
then used a battering ram to force open the door and took the suspect
into custody. The suspect was found carrying a backpack that had a
sandwich inside. It was later determined the suspect took a screen off
one of the kitchen windows and entered the house, then made himself
a sandwich in the kitchen while talking to himself. The 33-year-old
Santa Monica man was arrested for Burglary and Violation of a
Restraining Order. Bail was set at $50,000.

ON THURSDAY, AUGUST 7 AT 5:20 A.M.
Residents at an apartment building at the 2700 block of 2nd Street heard
an unusual clicking sound coming from outside their window. When the
witnesses looked outside, they saw the suspect entering the property
through a side gate. A brief while later, the witnesses saw the suspect
holding a flashlight and attempting to force open the door to the garage
at their building, so they called the police. Officers arrived shortly after-
ward and set up a containment area around the building.
One of the officers then looked through the garage gate and saw the sus-
pect inside the garage. The officer noticed the suspect used a pair of bolt
cutters to cut the lock off a bicycle at one end of the garage, and then
walked over to another bike on the opposite side and cut the lock off that
bike as well. Immediately afterward, the suspect grabbed the first bike
and started walking out one of the gates with it. Officers detained the
suspect however, and then later took him into custody when a victim
identified one of the bikes as her husband’s. The suspect also had a bag
with him that contained some burglary tools. The 32-year-old Los
Angeles man was arrested for Residential Burglary. Bail was set at
$50,000.

ON FRIDAY, AUGUST 8 AT 9:55 P.M.
The suspect phoned the victim and left a voicemail message telling him
to step outside his residence. Shortly afterward, the suspect left a sec-
ond message in which he used several derogatory terms and foul lan-
guage to describe the victim’s family, and then claimed he would murder
the victim’s father. Fearing for his safety, because the suspect was possi-
bly related to some gang members; the victim contacted the police.
After speaking with the victim, officers drove to the suspect’s residence
and asked him about the calls. The suspect admitted to making the calls
and said he only wanted to fight the victim, because the victim made fun
of him in the lyrics of a rap song he recorded. The victim claimed he only
wrote the lyrics after the suspect insulted him in one of his rap songs. The
19-year-old Santa Monica man, was then taken into custody and booked
for making criminal threats. Bail was set at $50,000.

CRIME WATCH
B Y  D A I L Y  P R E S S  S T A F F

YOUR OPINION MATTERS! SEND YOUR LETTERS TO • Santa Monica Daily Press 
• Attn. Editor: • 1640 5th Street, Suite 218 • Santa Monica, CA 90401 • editor@smdp.com
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BY DAVID MARK SIMPSON
Daily Press Staff Writer

PICO BLVD, PUBLISHED AUGUST 19
Twitter, the short-form social networking
service, is opening an office on Pico
Boulevard at Main Street.

City Hall issued the company a business
license for 150 Pico Blvd. back in June. It lists
the company’s start date as Aug. 1. The busi-
ness type is listed as “Sales Marketing And
Engineering.”

“Not sharing anything else at this time,”
Twitter spokesperson Jim Prosser told the
Daily Press in an e-mail.

Brown paper covers the large glass win-
dows at the single-story building on Pico.

Twitter appears to be taking over an adja-
cent property at 1916 Main St. as well; a
Notice of Non-Responsibility from the
investment company that owns the building
– posted on a door – acknowledges that
improvements to the space began back in
March and that Twitter Inc. is the tenant.

City Hall’s Economic Development
Administrator Jennifer Taylor said that she’s
excited for Twitter, and its employees, to
move into the space.

“They picked a fabulous location, just
two blocks from the beach,” she said in an e-
mail. “We know that Pico Blvd and Main
Street merchants are eager for the SM
Twitter office to open, with the prospect of
attracting some new loyal customers who
will eat, shop and play local.”

As Santa Monica — arguably the center
of the Southern California tech boom— fills
up and as fledgling startup companies turn
into international players, exodus has
become a common theme.

Sony Santa Monica and Riot Games, two
big-name video game developers,
announced in the last year that they would
leave their Santa Monica headquarters for
larger spaces outside of the city. IMAX, a
film projection format company known for

its larger-than-life nature films, also
announced it would leave its office on
Exposition Boulevard for larger digs in Playa
Vista.

A few years ago, Google left Santa Monica
for Venice.

Whisper, a social networking app, was
operating (along with its several dozen
employees) out of a mansion in a residential
neighborhood on Georgina Avenue until
April when they too found a place in Venice.

Office space is in low supply and high
demand in the city by the sea. City planners
have been recommending that City Council
approve more creative office space develop-
ments, especially near stations of the incom-
ing Expo Light Rail, to fill the void. Many
residents – seeing more offices as significant
traffic generators — are passionately
opposed to the idea.

The controversial Hines development
project, which would have added 375,000-
square-feet of creative office space to the east
side of the city, was narrowly approved by
council but later overturned after a success-
ful referendum staged by unhappy residents.

One recent office victory for Santa Monica,
in addition to Twitter, is Red Bull’s decision to
stay put, city officials said. The energy drink
company had been looking for a larger space
and was leaning toward relocating.

According to its website, Twitter has 271
million active users (including @smdaily-
press) and employs 3,300 people worldwide.
It has headquarters in San Francisco with
offices in 14 international cities and U.S.
offices in Atlanta, Austin, Boston, Boulder,
Chicago, Detroit, Los Angeles, New York,
Seattle, and Washington.

Companies often refer to their Santa
Monica offices as “Los Angeles.” It’s unclear
if the new office at Pico and Main will be
Twitter’s second in the area, or if it will be
the new “Los Angeles” office.

dave@smdp.com

Twitter opening office 
in Santa Monica
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BY DAVID MARK SIMPSON
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CITYWIDE, PUBLISHED APRIL 23 Bill
Dawson found the keys — in an envelope
between the screen door and the front door —
and let himself into the Airbnb unit he’d rented.

Inside was a welcome letter and list of
recommended restaurants, just like a hotel,
he thought.

A note from the host said he should call if
he had any problems. Dawson did have a
problem, so he called.

“I’m your landlord,” he said when the
host picked up. “I’m the one who signed
your lease agreement.”

He waited.
“It was dead silence,” Dawson said. “And

then she started to deny it and I said, ‘look, I
just rented your unit. I’ve got your house
rules.’ And then she confessed everything.”

The tenant was paying Dawson’s proper-
ty management company, Sullivan-Dituri, a
rent-controlled $1,200 per month for a stu-
dio on Third Street just off of Hollister
Avenue and then renting it for a $100 a night
nearly every night of the month on the
short-term rental website Airbnb.

Since February, when Dawson first became
aware that some of his tenants were sub-leasing on
Airbnb, he and his staff have been checking the
website weekly.They’ve caught seven other tenants
listing their spaces illegally. Once confronted, they
all took their listings down immediately without
intervention from the City Attorney’s Office.

“I’m kind of using that as the hammer,”
Dawson said. “If you don’t cooperate I’m
going to turn you in.”

For some landlords this kind of policing
is the only way to stop the short-term rentals
in their units.

The City Attorney’s Office currently has
no short-term rental cases pending. They’ve
prosecuted residents in the past, starting in
2010 when they nailed a homeowner for
operating his Navy Street house as a hotel
without proper permits.

“It’s as if Doubletree just opened up one
day without warning,” said Deputy City
Attorney Yibin Shen of the legality of short-
term rentals. “In no way is that OK.”

There are currently 835 listings in Santa
Monica on Airbnb’s website alone.Another 279
Santa Monica properties are listed on the web-
site VRBO.com, or Vacation Rentals By Owner.

There are only 40 businesses with
hotel/motel permits in the bay city meaning
that many of these sub-leasers are operating
illegally in the eyes of City Hall.

Cities like San Francisco, New York City,
and even Los Angeles have gone back and forth
about the legality of short-term rentals but in
Santa Monica, where City Hall considers many
of the listings to be a violation of the zoning
code, enforcement is the major challenge.

The City Attorney’s Office only prose-
cutes cases that are referred to them, Shen
said, so they’re reliant on Code Compliance
to find cases.

Code Compliance Manager Joe Trujillo
did not respond to multiple requests for
comment by press time.

Back in November, the Daily Press spoke
with Trujillo about the issue and he said that
a then-newly-hired office assistant was
tasked with scanning the web for illegal
short term rentals, allowing Code
Compliance to take a proactive approach.

He didn’t elaborate on how many illegal
renters had been caught but said they’d
proactively managed to stop some. The new
zoning code, which is still being crafted, may
provide Code Compliance with a greater
ability to go after these hosts, he said in
November.

The problem, Trujillo said then, was that
the sites do not list exact addresses.

“It just gives you a general location of
where it’s at,” he said in November. “You
have to do some additional investigating to
figure out where this address is. Sometimes
it’s taking the photo and the officer might
say, ‘yeah, I know where this is at.’ It takes a
lot of time that people don’t realize.”

Wes Wellman, president of Action
Apartment Association, which represents
landlords in Santa Monica, said that City
Hall is looking the other way on this issue.

When homeowners were posting short-
term rentals, he said, City Hall was quick to
crack down. But, he said, they are less con-
cerned with tenants in violation.

Wellman said he’d like to see Santa
Monica’s City Hall send out a letter to all ten-
ants notifying them that short-term rentals
are illegal. In the long run, he said, he wants a
uniform policy for dealing with the problem.

“(City Hall) is sort of by default asking us
to be undercover police and try to root it out
ourselves and enforce the law,” he said. “I
don’t think any of us realized that we’d have
to serve a quasi-law enforcement responsi-
bility because we own property.”

In some cases it may be impossible to root the
violators out. As Trujillo said, the locations are
vague. Dawson has had an issue with this as well.
In the aforementioned case he had to spend sev-
eral hours and $100 to prove his tenant’s guilt.

New York Attorney General Eric
Schneiderman filed a subpoena last year
attempting to secure the addresses of Airbnb
users.

Wellman hasn’t performed any stings but
he has “become aware” that tenants were
sub-renting and put a stop to it.

The zoning code violations are the pri-
mary concerns for City Hall.

“You can’t operate a hotel in a residential
area,” Trujillo said then. “That’s the way we
approach it.”

Dawson points out that while zoning is
important (and that, in his case, all of the
hosts are violating their lease agreements)
these rentals also violate rent control.

Two years ago, Dawson started renting
out a two-bedroom apartment at $1,850 per
month. The tenant, he learned recently, had
been renting the space at $250 a night.

“Even if he rented it for 20 nights a
month that’s $5,000,” Dawson said.

Dawson is concerned about bed bugs,
which can cost anywhere from $500 to
$2,000 per unit to get rid of. He’s concerned
about the safety of his tenants. He’s also con-
cerned about his legal obligation to maintain
peace and quiet in the buildings.

Dawson first learned that short-term
rentals were an issue when he heard from
Denny Zane, a founding member of the
city’s largest political party Santa Monicans
for Renters’ Rights, that a unit near Zane’s
apartment was always filled with noisy
strangers who were “hoopin’ and hollerin’.”

In one case Zane overheard a loud group
of men planning to hire a stripper. To Zane’s
knowledge the stripper never materialized
but the noise continued through the night.

Aside from the noise, Zane is concerned
with the impact short-term rentals have on
the housing stock.

“There’s a housing shortage for people to
live here,” he said. “These apartments are
regulated under the rent control system
because the conditions of the marketplace
were creating great uncertainty for existing
residents and future residents. This kind of
practice reduces the housing supply.”

The Airbnb host has since vacated the
apartment in his neighborhood and in her
place is a “bon fide neighbor,” Zane said.

“It’s a much more comfortable environ-
ment,” he said.

dave@smdp.com

Landlords sting short-term tenants
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Letter: Future of Santa Monica Airport
PUBLISHED AUGUST 19

Editor: 
In the seventies I was a student pilot and I flew out of Santa Monica Airport. I enjoyed

my experiences and have a fondness for the airport. But with the passage of the decades,
I have come to believe that the Airport should be closed and the land should not be com-
mercially developed, but should remain parkland.

I encourage all to go on line and read the City Council Report (3/25/14) entitled “The
Future of Santa Monica Airport” because there is so much disinformation put forth by
those who want to keep the Airport open and allow jets to fly in and out of the Airport.
This report confirms that the City owns the land, and that the bulk of the land was pur-
chased with general obligation bonds that were approved by the voters and issued for
“park purposes.” When bonds are used to acquire land for “park purposes” that land
must remain as parkland until the voters vote otherwise or the president issues a procla-
mation stating that there exists an “unlimited national emergency requiring military,
naval, aviation and civilian readiness to repel any and all acts or threats of aggression.”
In the days after Pearl Harbor (12/7/41) President Roosevelt issued Presidential
Proclamation 2487. During World War II, according to the City Council Report of 3/25/14
“airport and community interests were aligned” especially since an invasion of the West
Coast was a real possibility in the early days of World War II.

The war ended and the problems/disputes began which resulted in a multiplicity of lit-
igation being filed over the airport. To resolve this litigation, in 1984 the City and the
AAA (federal government) entered into a written agreement which put an end to the lit-
igation, required the City to operate the airport until 2015, and permitted the City to
close the airport when the 1984 agreement expires in 2015.

The aviation industry, aware of the very real possibility that the City might decide to
close the airport when the agreement expires in 2015, has placed a measure on the

ballot designed to keep the airport open, and the aviation industry has sent out a flier
designed to scare the public by erroneously telling the public that their choice is between
the noisy and polluting and arguably unsafe airport with jet flights coming in and out
many times each day, or, some sort of mega-development which will generate tens of
thousands of car trips each day. But there is a third choice, which is to use those acres
for the purpose for which they were intended, which is parkland and recreational use.

The People of Santa Monica already own these acres of land. They belong to you and
me – we the people. This land was acquired for the people to be parkland. We could put
together something similar to the Santa Monica Mountain Conservancy and turn the 227
acres referenced on the aviation industry’s flier into something wonderful which would
benefit all of Santa Monica – not just the wealthy one per cent who fly private jets in and
out of the Airport, and the privileged few who can afford flying lessons and ownership of
the private planes that are parked at the Airport.

With all those acres available (which we already own) we could have: bike paths, hik-
ing trails, multiple dog parks scattered throughout the many acres of the parkland, a
“walk of art” comparable to the UCLA Sculpture Garden which would display public art,
after-school and/or summer nature-oriented recreational space for children similar to
the UCLA Bruin Camp which is available to children during the summer we well as pro-
grams focusing on nature, gardens of drought-resistant native California plants, groves
of drought-resistant native California trees, space for kite-flying, playing fields for soc-
cer, baseball, softball, etc., dedicated space for rollerskaters and skateboarders, public
gardens where people could grow their own vegetables, a rock climbing wall, a conserva-
tory similar to the one in Golden Gate State Park, a senior center, an observatory or plan-
etarium.

I live north of Wilshire and I own no property in the Sunset Park or Ocean Park Avenue.
However, I used to live in Sunset Park until I moved with my family out of Sunset Park in
part because of the constant noise from the airport.

I have heard the accusation thrown about that the only Santa Monicans who care
about the airport issue are those who own property in Sunset Park; I am here to tell you
that I care deeply about this issue though I live elsewhere in the City, and I would like to
see all the people in the City benefit from this land, which could become a reality if this
land is used for its intended purpose, which is parkland and recreational land. 

Barry Brewer

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Send comments to editor@smdp.com 
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CALL ME TODAY.
MY WRITE, PUBLISHED JUNE 30

The Santa Monica Planning Commission
reviewed the first two of a half-dozen new
developments coming to Lincoln Boulevard
on the eastern edge of the downtown busi-
ness area last Wednesday.

The new developments will be five or six
floor apartment buildings with ground floor
retail space. They'll transform Lincoln
between the I-10 Freeway and Broadway
from mostly open space (surface parking
lots) or single and two floor buildings to a
canyon of wall-to-wall, 60 foot structures.

The first two projects to up for develop-
ment agreement review (because they
exceed current building codes for the area)
are at the corner of Colorado Avenue and
Lincoln Boulevard.

1560 Lincoln Boulevard is a new five-
story (60 feet) mixed-use development proj-
ect consisting of 100 apartments and
approximately 11,537 square feet of ground
floor retail space and a three-level, 235 vehi-
cle subterranean parking garage. The site is
currently a Denny's Restaurant and surface
parking lot. The developer/owner is prolific
Santa Monica developer NMS Properties,
Inc.

Across the corner is the other new devel-
opment - 1601 Lincoln Boulevard, formerly
Norm's Coffee Shop and adjacent parking
lot. It will become a five-story (57 feet),
mixed-use development consisting of 90
apartments, 10,687 square feet of ground
floor commercial space and a two-level sub-
terranean garage with 168 spaces. The
owner/developer is FSTAR, 1601 LLC.

Four more projects are in the queue for
review in the months to come.

Next to 1601 Lincoln is the second of four
proposed mixed-users from developer
FSTAR in its “Lincoln Collection.” 1613
Lincoln promises to be a five floor (59 feet)
apartment building with 56 rental units and
6,953 square feet of ground floor retail
space. Three levels of subterranean parking
will hold 75 vehicles.

Next door, is a proposed development at
1637 Lincoln, now Jo-Ann Fabric and Craft.
It will be a five-floor (59 feet) apartment
building with 75 rental units and 7,450
square feet of commercial/ retail space. On-
site parking will accommodate 114 vehicles.

The last of the Lincoln Collection is at
1641 Lincoln, currently the site of Aaron
Brothers Art and Framing. This proposed
development will be a five-floor apartment
building (60 feet) with 78 rental units, 7,884
square feet of commercial/retail space and a
104 vehicle garage.

On the west side of Lincoln, a develop-
ment agreement has been requested for 1660
Lincoln. It is a six floor (60 feet), mixed-user
with 77 rental units of which 25 units will be
considered “affordable.” 119 vehicles will
park in a three-level underground garage.

One of the things that you will notice is
that all these developments look alike. Bland
facades with balconies, bump-outs or insets
to break up the mass. They are achingly
repetitive and boring industrial-looking
buildings. Most of the apartments - not a
condo to be found, by the way - are small
and cramped to squeeze every dime of

developer profit.
Developers know that nobody in City

Hall cares about good architecture, only
affordable housing and the more of it, the
merrier. The rest of us will have to live in
and/or look at these ugly boxes for genera-
tions to come.

You can check out these and other proj-
ects in more detail and see their renderings
on the planning department's web page.
Click “case list” or go directly to
http://www.smgov.net/Departments/PCD/B
oards-Commissions/Case-List.

FOR SALE, NOT CHEAP
The desirability of commercial real estate

is driving up prices. Gone are the days of sin-
gle floor stores with big, surface parking lots.
Developers are rushing in to snap up land
especially if it's walking distance to the com-
ing Expo Light Rail line.

My buddy and real estate agent Robin
Waner sent me another agent's online listing
for 1537 Lincoln. “This $4,995,000 property
is currently home to a car repair shop next to
Bay Cities Deli,” he told me.

It's an opportunity to purchase a 7,496
square foot commercial lot that can be
merged “with an adjacent 12,000 square feet
of retail we are selling right next door” (at
1535 Lincoln), states the listing. “Both prop-
erties, on the market for the first time in
nearly 25 years, this is a rare investment
opportunity to own in prime Santa Monica.”

The two properties together total 22,500
square feet of land that represents a “great
opportunity for an owner/user or big box
retail” or “ideal for potential redevelopment
as a secondary option for both properties
together,” it continues.

“The property is perfectly situated on one
of the most premier blocks of Lincoln Blvd
between Broadway and Colorado.” Wanna
bet that NMS, Century West, FSTAR or
another cash-rich developer seizes these lots
for yet one more boring five or six floor,
mixed-user?

MCKEOWN'S BONE
After voting for an overly large, 148-foot

tall, massive mixed-use project downtown
on city-owned property at Fourth, Fifth
Streets and Arizona Avenue, Councilman
Kevin McKeown, threw his constituency a
bone.

McKeown's bone had no meat on it and
was old, dried out and tasteless.

He recommended introducing a ballot
measure to give residents a vote on any
development that would exceed the recom-
mended code height limit (84 feet) for
Ocean Avenue. This is like putting a Band-
Aid on a broken leg.

If McKeown is serious, he should propose
a public vote on any development that
would exceed 84 feet in the entire
Downtown area starting with City Hall's
own 148 foot tall development on Arizona
and Fourth Street.

When City Hall refuses to adhere to its
own height guidelines, how does it expect
private developers to hold the line?

BBIILLLL can be reached at mr.bilbau@gmail.com.

Opening the floodgates on Lincoln
Bill Bauer Send comments to editor@smdp.com

My Write

office (310) 458-7737

RUN YOUR DBAs IN THE DAILY PRESS FOR ONLY $55
INCLUDES RECEIPT AND PROOF OF PUBLICATION. Call us today



FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2014

Best of 2014
9Visit us online at www.smdp.com

JAN 7-FEB 1

Jack Lemmon
Returns

Chris Lemmon starring in

Directed by
Hershey Felder

JA

Chris Lemmon starring in

Directed by
Hershey Felder

JAN 7-FEB 1

A NEW MUSICAL PLAY ABOUT
A WORLD FAMOUS DAD AND HIS SON.

14/15 SEASON
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Support made possible
in part by a generous
contribution from
Linda & Michael Keston.

Editor’s note: “Unbroken,” Angelina Jolie’s film about
Louis Zamperini’s life is scheduled for wide release on
Dec. 25.

LAUGHING MATTERS, PUBLISHED JUNE 27 
Former Olympic athlete and WW II hero

Louis Zamperini is 96 years old. (Or, as he
puts it, “I’m 96 and a half.”) Throughout his
youth, he enjoyed Santa Monica’s beaches as
he was raised in nearby Torrance. (The air-
port is now named “Zamperini Field.”)

To this day Louie believes that he has a
guardian angel looking out for him whom
he’s named Victor for victory. Given how
often he’s escaped death, who’s to argue?
(Plus, he’s Angelina Jolie’s new boyfriend,
but more on her later.)

The son of Italian immigrants, as a boy,
Louie hopped freight trains and was often in
trouble with the law. The chief of police said,
“He was so fast he could steal beer from
bootleggers.” And yet it was that speed that
saved him.

As a teenager and with his older brother’s
encouragement, Louie developed into an
outstanding runner. At 19 he competed in
the 5,000 meters at the  Berlin Olympics of
1936 and was considered the favorite for
gold in 1940 until WW II forced cancellation
of the games. Louie dropped out of USC and
enlisted in the Army Air Force where he
became a second lieutenant. He was
deployed to the Pacific as a bombardier on a
B-24 “Liberator” bomber.

In 2010, Louie’s life was the subject of
Laura Hillenbrand’s “Unbroken,” a NY
Times bestseller for 108 weeks and soon to
be a Universal Studios feature film directed
by Angelina Jolie, who fell in love with Louie
upon meeting him. (“She’s quite a looker,
you know,” Louie confided to me over the
phone.)

With his humor, Louie charms every-
body, but especially women. In 2001,
Hillenbrand authored the best-selling
“Seabiscuit.” When she first agreed to write
“Unbroken,” Louie quipped to her, “I should
be as interesting as your last subject. At least
I can talk.”

Hillenbrand spent seven years research-
ing and writing “Unbroken.” But less known
is that she suffered from chronic fatigue syn-
drome so severe that she was often bed-rid-
den. Louie found her struggles inspiring. As
he told the Washington Post, “I sent her one
of my Purple Hearts because she deserved
it.”

But back to the Pacific theatre, May,1943.
Louie’s plane was so badly damaged in com-
bat that the crew was given another B-24,
“The Green Hornet,” which was notorious
among pilots as a defective, “lemon plane.”

While searching for a lost aircraft, the

plane experienced mechanical difficulties
and crashed into the ocean, splitting into
pieces 850 miles west of Oahu. The entire
crew was killed except Louie, pilot Russell
Phillips and Francis McNamara, all of whom
miraculously escaped the wreckage and into
a life raft.

For the next 47 days, the trio floated in
the Pacific, subsisting on rainwater and
small fish. Fending off constant shark attacks
and getting capsized by storms, they were
strafed multiple times by a Japanese bomber.
After 33 days, McNamara died.

On their 47th day, Zamperini and Phillips
reached the Marshall Islands and were
immediately captured by the Japanese navy.
They were held in captivity and brutally
beaten, almost daily. Louie had been
declared dead, but his mother instinctively
believed he was still alive.

With the end of the war, Louie returned
home to a hero’s welcome. Bent on revenge
for his captors, he suffered from severe post
traumatic stress disorder and drank heavily.
In Miami Beach he met a stunningly beauti-
ful debutante, Cynthia Applewhite. In 1946
they married and remained so until her
death in 2001. (They raised two children,
Cissy and Luke.) But Louie’s drinking sent
his life and marriage into a seemingly irre-
versible downward spiral.

In 1949, a desperate Cynthia convinced
Louie to attend a religious revival in Los
Angeles led by evangelist Billy Graham. Give
credit to Jesus, fate or even Victor the angel,
but somehow the conversion took. Louie
became a born again Christian and was freed
from his demons.

One of Louie’s favorite themes is “for-
giveness.” So it was in October of 1950 that
he flew to Tokyo to face war criminals who
had so brutally tortured him. At Sugamo
Prison and through an interpreter, Louie
told his former tormentors that he truly for-
gave them. In what had to be unbelievably
moving, the warden encouraged prisoners
who recognized Louie to come forward,
whereupon the former POW threw his arms
around each one in forgiveness. (Wow.)

For years, Louie has been an inspirational
speaker all across the country. As I write this
he’s in Utah. At 96 (OK — 96 and a half.) he
averages one a week. He’s truly one of the
most down to earth, compassionate, and
charming people I’ve ever encountered. All I
can say is Brad better stay on his toes.

To see Louie on “60 Minutes,” or “The Tonight
Show,” go to YouTube and type “Zamperini.” To
book him go to www.keynotespeakers.com.
JJAACCKK can be reached at facebook.com/jack-
neworth, twitter.com/jackneworth or via e-mail
at jnsmdp@aol.com.

Jack Neworth Send comments to editor@smdp.com

Laughing Matters

I hope Brad Pitt isn’t the jealous type
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Editor’s note: Steve Farzam, the hotel executive, is
now facing more than six dozen felony counts.

BY DAVID MARK SIMPSON
Daily Press Staff Writer

SHORE HOTEL, PUBLISHED JUNE 30 
The Chief Operating Officer of the Shore

Hotel was arrested Friday morning on a slew
of charges, including the importing and sell-
ing of an assault rifle, a spokesperson from
the California Office of the Attorney General
told the Daily Press.

Steve Farzam is also charged with identi-
ty theft and impersonating a law enforce-
ment officer, Nicholas Pacilio said.

Farzam was taken into custody in Santa
Monica at 11:30 a.m. Friday and posted
$805,000 bail at 7:30 p.m. according to the
Los Angeles County Sheriff Department’s
website. He turned 35 last week.

The operation was led by the Attorney
General’s E-Crime unit as a part of a joint
operation with the U.S Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, and Firearms, Federal Bureau of
Investigation, and the California

Department of Motor Vehicles, Pacilio said.
Investigators raided his office at the Shore

Hotel and his home, located in Los Angeles
just outside of the Santa Monica city limit.

A representative from the Shore Hotel
declined to comment for this article.

The Shore Hotel is located on Ocean
Avenue near the corner of Broadway in
Downtown Santa Monica. It opened in 2011
and, according to its website, rooms start at
$279 per night.

According to a website called Hotel
Executive, Farzam enrolled in the Santa
Barbara Police Academy at the age of 19 and
“eventually became a law enforcement offi-
cer.”

“When he’s not working,” the website
says, “Mr. Farzam enjoys flying fixed-wing
aircraft, restoring his Squad 51 fire truck
from the television show ‘Emergency!,’ and
volunteering as a tactical officer at Southern
California’s Building Unique Youth
Alternatives, a non-profit organization that
works with at-risk youths.”

dave@smdp.com

Shore Hotel COO arrested on
weapon sales, ID theft charges
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Surf Forecasts Water Temp: 62.4°
FRIDAY – POOR – SURF: 1-2 ft Ankle to knee
Very Small mid period swell from the west-northwest holding during the day. Light north-
east winds with a slight chop, Increasing later.

SATURDAY – POOR – SURF: 1-2 ft Ankle to knee
Very Small mid period swell from the west-northwest holding during the day. Light north-
east winds with a slight chop all day.

SUNDAY – POOR – SURF: 1-2 ft Ankle to knee
Trace mid period swell from the west-northwest holding during the day. Light and variable
north winds, Increasing later and switching to the west-northwest.

S U R F R E P O R T
BY DAVID MARK SIMPSON

Daily Press Staff Writer

Editor’s note: This ordinance went into effect on Nov. 13.

CITYWIDE, PUBLISHED SEPTEMBER 25 
E-cigarette smokers, the clock is ticking.

You have about a month left to puff those
battery-powered vaporizers while riding the
Ferris wheel, sitting at a bar, or on the beach.
Make the most of it.

City Council voted unanimously to adopt
an ordinance that will treat the e-cigarettes
like traditional tobacco cigarettes in all but a
few instances.

Traditional tobacco cigarettes are heavily
regulated in the city by the sea. They are
banned near doorways, in the parks, on the
beach, and even — for new tenants — in
apartments.

Currently “vaping” is allowed anywhere in
the city, including inside bars and restaurants.

E-cigarettes, council members have said,
make it harder for city officials to enforce the
smoking ban. From a distance, they say, a
vaporizer looks like a traditional cigarette.

Furthermore, council members expressed
fear that e-cigarettes, which come in flavors
like cotton candy and gummy bear, could
entice kids to use them, thereby introducing
them to a nicotine addiction.

Council heard from about a dozen speak-
ers during the public input portion of the
item and they all spoke in favor of the ban.

“Congratulation on the raved reviews,”
Councilmember Ted Winterer said to the
city officials in charge of crafting the ordi-
nance. “I can’t remember the last time we
had a staff report that everyone got up and
spoke in favor of.”

Councilmember Bob Holbrook, who has
been supportive of the ordinance since it was
presented following Los Angeles’ regulation
of the products earlier this year, noted that
Hall of Fame baseball player Tony Gwynn
died recently as a result of tobacco use.

“I’ve been a pharmacist and I’m in my
50th year,” he said, “and it’s incredible that
nicotine is considered either the number one
or number two most addictive drug that
they know of. It’s either nicotine or heroin.”

The ordinance bans vaping in vaping
lounges, with the exception of the two
already in existence — Fix Vapor on Main
Street and Vapor Delight on Lincoln
Boulevard. They’ll be required to have prop-
er ventilation systems so they don’t bother
the neighboring businesses.

City officials, using an American Heart
Association meta-study that combined the
results from 84 peer-reviewed papers, looked
at the impacts of e-cigs earlier this year and
found the data to be inconclusive.

“There is not conclusive evidence that
electronic cigarettes are an effective device
for quitting smoking though there are cer-
tainly examples,” City Attorney Adam
Radinsky told council at the time.

Still, Radinsky continued, there are
advantages to the vaporizers.

“There are a lot of unanswered questions
about safety,” he said. “The one thing that
does seem clear, that all parties can agree on:
Electronic cigarettes are safer than cigarettes
by a long-shot both for the user and others
in the vicinity.”

The ordinance goes into effect 30 days
after its adoption.

dave@smdp.com

Council approves vaping ordinance
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The Meaning of Lila By John Forgetta & L.A. Rose

By Jim DavisGarfield

Strange Brew

Dogs of C-Kennel By Mick and Mason Mastroianni

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★ Your intuition will point you to the right
path. You could be dealing with a headstrong
parent or friend. Follow your hunch and see
how you land. You might be confused by a dis-
connection between a person's words and his
or her actions. Tonight: Till the wee hours.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20) 
★★★★★ Make and return calls. You could be
surprised by some information and want to ver-
ify what you hear. You are likely to have many
questions. Reach out to someone at a distance
whom you care about. Good news might be
heading your way. Tonight: Take an overview.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20) 
★★★★ You have a way of handling a personal
matter differently from how many others do.
You'll feel inspired to follow a role model you
respect. A discussion with a close friend might
help you detach from a volatile matter. Tonight:
Take off for the weekend if you can.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
★★★★ You might be more flexible than you
have been in a while. You will be able to identi-
fy with someone else and go along with his or
her desires. Someone could want to share a
very special moment with you. Be responsive.
Tonight: Let others do the entertaining.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22)
★★★★ Remain sure of yourself, and know
where you are heading. Be direct with others.
You might cause some flak along the way, but
is it not better to be open? Someone who gives
you feedback on a daily basis seems to be full
of opinions. Tonight: Say "yes" to a loved one.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
★★★★ Others make it clear that they want to
be dominant and call the shots. Your ability to
work through a problem will emerge. Your
imagination seems to come to the rescue every
time. Tonight: Go along with a friend's plans.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
★★★★ You might want a change to take place
in your domestic life. You could toss some
ideas around and let a brainstorming session
evolve. You will know when the correct idea
pops up. Tonight: Get some much needed sleep.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
★★★★ Focus on the quality of your communi-
cation, and you will be able to make a differ-
ence that counts. Your vision of possibilities
finally will be heard. Tonight: Don't shy away
from others.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) 
★★★★ You could be unusually intense when
dealing with a close family member. You might
gain a different perspective after speaking
with a friend. You likely will feel the need to
revise your budget.  Tonight: Make it easy and
stay close to home.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)
★★★★★ You'll ask questions and have a lot to
deal with. Your sense of humor will emerge as
others start sharing their holiday stories. Begin
writing thank-you notes, touch base with friends
and share more of what has happened to you.
Tonight: Make it easy and uncomplicated.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
★★★★ You might want to revamp your
finances on account of the past few weeks. You
know what you need to do. Test out some ideas
on a friend to determine whether they are
grounded. You could meet someone new on the
way to an errand. Tonight: Catch up on a
friend's news.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20) 
★★★★★ You intuitively zero in on what you
want. You might want to check out a situation
a few times, then pinch yourself to make sure
that what is happening is real. You have wished
long and hard for what is about to become a
reality. Enjoy it! Tonight: Just be yourself.

This year you'll put your best foot forward in nearly any situa-
tion, yet it is likely to result in some unusual outcomes. You
often come up with unique ideas, some of which are workable.
You also know how to communicate these ideas and other mat-
ters effectively. If you are single, you might meet someone who sweeps you off your feet. Be aware that you
might fall victim to wearing rose-colored glasses, refusing to acknowledge the negative. If you are attached,
the two of you enjoy your time together, whether it is playing Scrabble or going to a concert. You also appre-
ciate each other more. PISCES has a way of influencing you.

★★★★★Dynamic   
★★★★ Positive 
★★★ Average   

★★ So-So   
★ Difficult

JACQUELINE BIGAR’S STARS
The stars show the kind of day you’ll have:

Friday, December 26, 2014

By John DeeringSpeed Bump By Dave CoverlyBE YOURSELF TONIGHT, PISCES

office (310) 458-7737

INTERESTED IN YOUR DAILY FORECAST?
Check out the HOROSCOPES above!
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■ Bungling Cinematograhers: Zak
Hardy, 18, and Terrill Stoltz, 41, were
arrested recently in separate inci-
dents and charged with photograph-
ing women in bathrooms without
their permission. Hardy, caught in a
public restroom in June in Exeter,
England, pointing his phone from
one stall to another, explained that
he was just trying to see whether
his phone was waterproof. Stoltz
professed his innocence, as well,
claiming the camera he set up in his
ex-girlfriend's bathroom in Billings,
Montana, was solely to have a pho-
tographic record of him when he
cleaned his chickens in the bathtub.
■ An Oceanside, California, couple
was surprised in November to dis-
cover that buying a purebred bichon
frise on credit meant they were only
leasing the dog for 27 months and
would have to make a 28th payment
to actually "own" Tresor.
Furthermore, the lease, under a
"repo" threat, required "daily exer-
cise," "regular bathing and groom-
ing" and "immediate" disposal of
Tresor's "waste." A spokesperson
for the store, Oceanside Puppy
(which works with four finance com-
panies), told the San Diego Union-
Tribune that the arrangement is fair-
ly standard now for expensive pets.

NEWS OF THE WEIRD
B Y C H U C K S H E P A R D

Sudoku
Fill in the blank cells using numbers 1 to 9. Each number can
appear only once in each row, column, and 3x3 block. Use logic
and process of elimination to solve the puzzle. The difficulty
level ranges from ★ (easiest) to ★★★★★ (hardest).

1963– The Beatles' "I Want
to Hold Your Hand" and

"I Saw Her Standing There" are
released in the United States,
marking the beginning of
Beatlemania on an international
level.

1966– The first Kwanzaa is
celebrated by Maulana

Karenga, the chair of Black Studies
at California State University, Long
Beach.

1972– Vietnam War: As part
of Operation

Linebacker II, 120 American B-52
Stratofortress bombers attacked
Hanoi, including 78 launched from
Andersen Air Force Base in Guam,
the largest single combat launch
in Strategic Air Command history.

1976– The Communist Party
of Nepal

(Marxist–Leninist) is founded.

1982– Time's Man of the
Year is for the first

time a non-human, the personal
computer.

1991– The Supreme Soviet of
the Soviet Union meets

and formally dissolves the Soviet
Union.

1994– Four Armed Islamic
Group hijackers seize

control of Air France Flight 8969.
When the plane lands at Marseille,
a French Gendarmerie assault
team boards the aircraft and kills
the hijackers.

1996– Six-year-old beauty
queen JonBenét

Ramsey is found beaten and stran-
gled in the basement of her fami-
ly's home in Boulder, Colorado.

1996– Start of the largest
strike in South Korean

history.

1997– The Soufrière Hills
volcano on the island

of Montserrat explodes, creating a
small tsunami offshore.

TODAY IN HISTORY

King Features Syndicate

GETTING STARTED
There are many strategies to solving
Sudoku. One way to begin is to
examine each 3x3 grid and figure
out which numbers are missing.
Then, based on the other numbers in
the row and column of each blank
cell, find which of the missing num-
bers will work. Eliminating numbers
will eventually lead you to the
answer.

SOLUTIONS TO YESTERDAY’S PUZZLE

MYSTERY PHOTO Matthew Hall matt@smdp.com
The first person who can correctly identify where this image was captured wins a prize from the
Santa Monica Daily Press. Send answers to editor@smdp.com. 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING CONDITIONS: REGULAR RATE: $8.50 a day. Ads over 15 words add 40¢ per word per day. Ad must run a 
minimum of twelve consecutive days. PREMIUMS: First two words caps no charge. Bold words, italics, centered lines, etc. cost extra.
Please call for rates. TYPOS: Check your ad the first day of publication. Sorry, we do not issue credit after an ad has run more than once.
DEADLINES: 2:30 p.m. prior the day of publication except for Monday’s paper when the deadline is Friday at 2:00 p.m. PAYMENT: All 
private party ads must be pre-paid. We accept checks, credit cards, and of course cash. CORRESPONDENCE: To place your ad call our
offices 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday, (310) 458-7737; send a check or money order with ad copy to The Santa Monica Daily
Press, P.O. Box 1380, Santa Monica, CA 90406. OTHER RATES: For information about the professional services directory or classified 
display ads, please call our office at (310) 458-7737.

HOURS MONDAY - FRIDAY  9:00am - 5:00pm     LOCATION 1640 5th Street, Suite 218, Santa Monica, CA 90401

(310)458-7737

CALL TODAY FOR SPECIAL MONTHLY RATES!
There is no more convincing medium than a DAILY local newspaper.

PREPAY YOUR AD TODAY!

Classifieds
$8.50 per day. Up to 15 words, 40 cents each additional word.
Call us today start and promoting your business opportunities to our daily readership of over 40,000.

YOUR AD COULD RUN TOMORROW!*

(310)458-7737
Some restrictions may apply. 

*Please call our Classified Sales Manager to reserve your ad space. Specific ad placement not guaranteed on classified ads. Ad must meet deadline requirements. See complete conditions below.

All classified liner ads are placed on our website for FREE! Check out www.smdp.com for more info.

CLASSIFICATIONS
Announcements
Creative
Employment
For Sale

Furniture
Pets
Boats
Jewelry
Wanted
Travel

Vacation Rentals
Apartments/Condos
Rent
Houses for Rent
Roommates
Commercial Lease

Real Estate
Real Estate Loans
Storage Space
Vehicles for Sale
Massage
Services

Computer Services
Attorney Services
Business Opportunities
Yard Sales
Health and Beauty
Fitness

Wealth and Success
Lost and Found
Personals
Psychic
Obituaries
Tutoring

Prepay your ad today!

Employment 

Help Wanted
 Immediate need for sharp, multi-
tasking administrative assistant for 
busy, busy Santa Monica Realtor. 
Must have extensive offi ce experience 
& skills. MicroSoft suite, internet etc. 
Must be self starter. Monday - Friday 
9am - 6pm reply to: smrealestateas-
sistant@gmail.com 

RUN YOUR
DBAs IN THE 
DAILY PRESS
FOR ONLY
$55
PUBLISH YOUR ALREADY
FILED DBA AND FILE A

PROOF OF PUBLICATION

(310) 458-7737
www.smdp.com/dba

Call us
today!
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1Restrictions and conditions apply; see your local representative for details. Cannot be combined with prior purchases, other offers, or coupons. No adjustments to previous orders. Offer not available in all areas, 20% discount applied by retailer representative at time of contract execution and applies to minimum

purchase of 4 or more windows and/or patio doors. Offer does not include bay/bow windows. Offer only available as part of our Instant Product Rewards Plan. As part of the Instant Product Rewards Plan, all homeowners must be present and must purchase during the initial visit to qualify. To qualify for 20%

discount offer, initial contact for a free Window Diagnosis must be made and documented on or before 1/11/15  with the appointment then occurring no more than 10 days after the initial contact. 0% APR for 60 months available to well qualified buyers on approved credit only. Not all customers may qualify. Higher

rates apply for customer with lower credit ratings. Financing not valid with other offers or prior purchases. No Finance Charges will be assessed if promo balance is paid in full in 60 months. Renewal by Andersen retailers are independently owned and operated retailers, and are neither brokers nor lenders. Any

finance terms advertised are estimates only and all financing is provided by third-party lenders unaffiliated with Renewal by Andersen retailers, under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender, all subject to credit requirements. Renewal by Andersen retailers do not assist

with, counsel or negotiate financing, other than providing customers an introduction to lenders interested in financing. OC License # 990416. LA License # 992285. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are marks of Andersen Corporation. ©2014 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved.

©2014 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved. †Values are based on comparison of Renewal by Andersen® double hung insert window SHGC to the SHGC for clear dual pane glass non-metal frame default values from the 2006 and 2009 International Energy Conservation Code.

Call for your FREE Window Diagnosis

424-320-0743

January 11thOnly through

The problems with vinyl windows:

•  Even in our normal temperature 
changes low-end vinyl windows can 

warp and leak.  

• Vinyl is just plastic so vinyl windows 
can ruin the look of your whole home.

The solution is our Fibrex®

window material:

•  Fibrex is two times stronger than vinyl

and has the elegant look and
feel of a wood window
without the maintenance.

•  Fibrex is available in nine

beautiful colors and we
have eleven gorgeous

hardware styles.

This special

ends January

11th

The people who 
want windows and 
patio doors later 
simply won’t get 
this deal!

Our mostenergy-efficientSmartSun™Glass comesstandard †

or

5 YEARS
NO INTEREST1

SAVE 20%
on windows, patio doors AND installation1

Yes, we are discounting ALL THREE!
 Offer expires January 11, 2015

Offer only available as part of our Instant Product Rewards Plan.

You get the windows,
we pay the interest
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